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T
he N

ational C
ongress of O

ld W
est Shootists (N

C
O

W
S

™
) w

as founded in 1993 to prom
ote

the sport of W
estern A

ction Shooting™
 and to preserve the heritage of the O

ld W
est, 1866-1899. To

this end, our organizational goals are:
1. To conduct and sponsor fam

ily-oriented W
estern A

ction Shooting™
 events and other activities

appropriate to the O
ld W

est on national, regional, and
local levels.

2. To strive for the highest level of historical
authenticity in w

eapons, clothing, and accouterm
ents

w
hile participating in N

C
O

W
S-sponsored activities.

3. To engage in historical investigation to enhance
our overall level of authenticity and increase our
know

ledge of the O
ld W

est.
4. To actively prom

ote a positive public im
age of

W
estern A

ction Shooting in particular and of the safe
and responsible use of firearm

s in general.
5. To establish a m

em
bership of like-m

inded
individuals and C

harter C
lubs (N

C
O

W
S Posses) to

help the sport of W
estern A

ction Shooting grow
 and

prosper. N
C

O
W

S now
 has num

erous Posses
nationw

ide and w
e also have m

em
bers in several other

countries. (For m
ore inform

ation on form
ing an

N
C

O
W

S Posse see any issue of T
he Shootist or log on

to our W
eb site: http://w

w
w

.ncow
s.org.)

T
he N

ational C
ongress of O

ld W
est Shootists

is a dem
ocratically-run non-profit corporation

governed by a B
oard of D

irectors, the Territorial
C

ongress, com
posed of fifteen Territorial Senators,

elected by and from
 the entire m

em
bership, and any

num
ber of Territorial R

epresentatives, one each
elected by and from

 the N
C

O
W

S Posses. N
ational

officers are elected by and from
 w

ithin the Territorial
C

ongress, and consist of the M
arshal (President),

D
eputy M

arshal (Vice President), Secretary, Banker
(Treasurer), and Judge (C

hief R
ange O

fficer). These officers, w
ith the addition of the E

ditor, a Senate
D

elegate (elected by the Territorial Senators) and a
R

epresentative D
elegate (elected by the Territorial

R
epresentatives), m

ake up the E
xecutive C

om
m

ittee,
w

hich oversees the day-to-day operations of N
C

O
W

S.
N

C
O

W
S holds annual general m

em
bership business

m
eetings (C

onventions), one in February in
conjunction w

ith our annual O
ld W

est Show
 and Sale.

W
e are a dem

ocratic organization, responsive and
responsible to our m

em
bership as a w

hole. W
e invite

you, your fam
ily, and your friends to join us.

The sport of W
estern A

ction Shooting is one of
the fastest-grow

ing shooting sports, both in popularity
and in num

bers of participants. It is a sport that

presents a positive public im
age of shooting and

firearm
s. It appeals to anyone w

ho has an interest
in the O

ld W
est, and particularly to those w

ho
share an enthusiasm

 for the firearm
s, clothing, and

accouterm
ents of the period from

 the end of the
C

ivil W
ar to the turn of the century. Popular

w
eapons for com

petition include the single-action
and original double-action revolvers, lever action
rifles, and period shotguns of the O

ld W
est as

w
ell as the single-shot rifle of the buffalo hunter

and soldier.
N

C
O

W
S hosts an A

nnual N
ational Shoot for

a full w
eek in the sum

m
er. In addition, a num

ber
of N

C
O

W
S specialty shoots are held over the

year.  Several N
C

O
W

S Posses host N
C

O
W

S R
egional Shoots at various locations around the country,

and, of course, the N
C

O
W

S Posses them
selves run m

onthly and specialty shoots throughout the year.
Specialty shoots include but are not lim

ited to silhouette shoots and the increasingly-popular single-
shot rifle “B

uffalo” shoots. A
 com

plete schedule of N
C

O
W

S
and N

C
O

W
S Posse events can be found in T

he Shootist and
on the N

C
O

W
S W

eb site.
B

ut N
C

O
W

S events are m
ore than just shooting. They

are a celebration of our W
estern heritage. They provide a

tim
e and place for com

ing together to share m
utual

enthusiasm
s for historic firearm

s, authentic costum
e, and the

people and events that m
ade up that unique, brief, exciting

period w
e know

 as the O
ld W

est. W
hether you shoot or not

w
e believe you w

ill find som
ething to interest you in our

organization. O
f course w

e are prim
arily a shooting

organization, and our prim
ary focus is on shooting the

traditional firearm
s associated w

ith the O
ld W

est (1865-1899).
Participation in N

C
O

W
S-sponsored events does require

som
e basic m

inim
um

s in term
s of guns and clothing, w

hich
m

ust all be historically authentic to the period of 1865-1899.
C

om
plete details on approved firearm

s, calibers, clothing,
and accouterm

ents w
ill be found in the N

C
O

W
S Tally B

ook,
free to all m

em
bers, or at the N

C
O

W
S w

eb site. C
om

petition is in tw
o m

ain w
eapons divisions: B

lack
Pow

der and Sm
okeless, each of w

hich contains tw
o classes, D

uelist (one-hand revolver) and Shootist
and further broken dow

n for M
en and W

om
en. O

ther shooting categories are Pistoleer (black pow
der

only, pre-1872 firearm
s), Seniors, (65 and older) E

lders,(70 and older)W
orking C

ow
boy (1 revolver ,

1 rifle), and Junior (12-17). The required degree of authenticity in w
eapons and clothing is the sam

e
for all divisions.

W
e freely adm

it that w
e’re rather

strict in adhering to a high level of
historical authenticity for participation in
our events. W

e believe that the enjoym
ent

of everyone involved —
 participants and

spectators —
 is increased by m

aintaining
an authentic visual appearance at our
events, and w

e pride ourselves as m
uch

on our “look” as on our skills w
ith historic

w
eapons.




